Dear Director of Education / Director of Public Health / Director of Children’s Services / Cabinet Member,
Subject: Supporting local schools with allergy safety and clean air

I am writing as [a parent] and resident to ask what support [council name] provides or coordinates to help schools implement the Allergy Safety in Schools statutory guidance and the Department for Education’s Ventilation and Air Quality in Education and Childcare Settings guidance[footnoteRef:1],[footnoteRef:2]

The Allergy Safety in Schools statutory guidance is now in effect. It recognises the importance of a healthy school environment for children with asthma and allergies, stating that clean air is “a core asthma control measure”.

For children with respiratory allergies and asthma, the indoor school environment can significantly affect their respiratory health. Poor ventilation, indoor air pollution, mould and damp, dust, pollen and other airborne allergens, infectious respiratory viruses and bacteria, and outdoor air pollution entering school buildings can all contribute to or worsen allergy and asthma symptoms.

The DfE’s February 2026 guidance says: “You should regularly monitor ventilation and air quality across your buildings,” to help identify where improvements may be needed.

As children return to school in September, asthma attacks typically increase. As we move into autumn and winter, respiratory infections also become more common and can worsen existing respiratory conditions.

Implementing this guidance effectively requires not only appropriate equipment, but also clear information, training and practical support. In particular, having CO₂ monitors available does not in itself ensure that schools know how to interpret persistently elevated readings, what action to take, or where to seek further advice when ventilation problems cannot be resolved through routine measures such as opening windows.

I would therefore like to ask:

• What support or coordination does the council provide to help schools use CO₂ monitoring and assess ventilation and indoor air quality?

• How has the council communicated the new allergy safety and ventilation and air quality guidance to schools?

• What training or implementation support is available to school staff?

• Is there a named council contact or team that schools can approach for advice on ventilation, indoor air quality and respiratory allergy or asthma-related environmental concerns?

• What advice is available to schools on managing air quality during periods of high pollution, wildfire smoke or extreme heat?

• When school monitoring identifies persistent ventilation or indoor air quality concerns that cannot be resolved through routine measures, what support or escalation route is available?

• How are the council’s education and public health teams working together to support implementation of both areas of guidance across the area?

I recognise that schools and governing bodies have their own responsibilities. I am asking what practical support the council can provide or coordinate to help schools meet those responsibilities, particularly where schools identify environmental factors that may affect children with asthma or respiratory allergy.

I would be grateful for a written response outlining the support currently available to schools and whether any further support is being considered or sought.

Yours sincerely,

[Name] [1:  Department for Education (DfE), 2026. Allergy safety in schools. London: DfE. Available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/allergy-safety-in-schools
]  [2:  Department for Education (DfE), 2024. Ventilation and air quality in education and childcare settings. London: DfE. Available at: www.gov.uk] 

 


